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Principal’s Corner 
Dear Centennial Panther Families,  
 
I cannot believe how fast the year is going by!  The saying that time flies when 
you are having fun sure applies to how fast the time goes here at                   
Centennial.  This month Spring Break occurs from March 21st-March 25th, but until 
then we have a lot of learning to do at Centennial.  Attendance is vital as                   
students must be here each day to partake in the rigorous instruction                        
occurring.  In addition, ensure students read each night to increase their fluency 
and work on comprehension.  Each student has reading goals and you can help 
your student reach that goal with reading each night.   
 
We look forward to our state assessment, CMAS, next month.  Third grade, 
fourth grade, and fifth grade will take more state assessments when we return 
from Spring Break.  Please make sure students are here on time each day the 
entire month of April with a good night’s rest and a healthy breakfast to help all 
students do their best on the test.  We appreciate all that you do to show               
support of our school mission “Achievement NOW” by having your child/children at 
school at 8:00 daily.  We will be sending home more information about CMAS for 
you to read.  

Quarter 4 will be packed with wonderful learning and fun!  We are very excited to 
have a grant through the Catamount Institute where over 175 students will get 
to participate in outdoor education that is science and standards based.  These 
on site field trips will be fun, memorable, and educational.  We are so fortunate to 
have this amazing opportunity for our students.  We are also fortunate to have 
such amazing community partners and have these amazing opportunities on site 
for our students.   

As always, thank you for your support of Centennial.  We love our school and  
value all of our amazing students, staff members, and families.  Let’s work     
together to make it a great 4th quarter!  

Achievement NOW!  
 
Mrs. Noyes, Principal                  Mr. Lane, Assistant Principal 

    March 2022 
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Kindergarten News 
In our classes, we have all been working very hard. In reading, we are 
continuing to learn how to decode words and how to read   fluently. 
By the end of the year, your student needs to be able to identify the 
90 Kindergarten Wonders Sight Words. Please help them by working on 
these at home. The sight word list through 60 has been sent home, a 
new list will be sent home this month. Main idea, what it is all about, 
and details, tell us more, are our focus, in not only reading, but also in 
writing. As you read with your student, ask them what the main idea 
of the story is. We are also working on sequencing, putting things in 
order. Talk with your student about events that happened, making 
sure they are putting them in the correct order. In math we have 
been working very hard on learning about addition and subtraction as 
well as word/story problems. You can help by giving your student  
simple addition problems and then ask how they solved them. We hope 
that everyone has a restful Spring Break! We will be working even 
harder as the end of the year comes and we start  preparing for 
First grade work!  

 

First Grade News 
In first grade we have been enjoying our Catamount visiting field trips!  We 
have learned all about animals and nature.  Each time Catamount has come 
we have been able to go outside to learn which the students love! Skate city 
was so much fun in February. Thank you to all that joined us.   
 
As we head into 4th quarter our focus will be on preparing your student for 
2nd grade.  They will be held to higher classroom expectations and they will 
have added responsibility.  In reading and math we will move towards more 
complex concepts and students will be completing more work                      
independently.  Please work on your child becoming more independent with 
homework and self help skills.  Have a great Spring Break!  
 

Second Grade News 
It has been another busy month of reading! In phonics, we are     
learning about tricky vowel patterns (are, air, ear). We have also been 
working hard to segment and blend CVC and CVCe words with          
accuracy. We practice grade-level fluency texts each day to help      
improve the speed and accuracy of our reading. During                             
comprehension, we are comparing and contrasting elements from our 
texts using a Venn Diagram. In our grade-level texts, we have been 
reading about the natural world and how we are similar and different 
to kids around the world. Each day, we continue to practice our sight 
words. We are improving every day!  
    
Writing is ongoing, but the expectations are increasing. At this time 
students' grades may change or go down because when writing is 
graded, we look at 5 different components. We are evaluating the 
components more closely and rigorously due to the students being in 
the second semester of school and moving on to third grade before we know it. The components writing is 
graded on are comprehension, development, organization, clarity, and conventions. Comprehension in writing is 
graded on full comprehension of ideas stated in a detailed manner and reaching conclusions by providing an 
accurate analysis and supporting the analysis with effective textual evidence.   - Continued on next page - 
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Second Grade News (Continued from previous page) 
Development consists of the student response addressing the prompt and providing effective progress of 
the topic that is consistently appropriate to the task by using clear reasoning and relevant test-based            
evidence. An organized writing piece consistently demonstrates purposeful and controlled organization. When 
the student uses language to express ideas with descriptive words, they are showing clarity. Finally,               
conventions show full command of standard English at an appropriate level. The meaning is clear, and they 
use correct grammar and mechanics. So, writing paragraphs continues, but content will be scored at a                  
higher level. 
 
This month in math we will finish Module 6, which lays the foundation for multiplication and division focusing 
on equal groups and arrays. We will then begin Module 7, which teaches problem solving with length, money, 
and data. Please look at the Parent Tip Sheets posted in the Dojo Class Story for ideas on how to help your 
child with math at home. Also, please make sure your child is doing math homework each night and does at 
least one IReady math lesson each weekend to grow his/her math skills. It is going to be a fun month of 
learning!  

 
Third Grade News 
Hello again third grade families! Here’s March! It seems like the 
pages are just falling off of my calendar. We’re moving through 
material and growing like academic weeds. In reading, we’re           
focused right now on how illustrations help support the mood 
and tone of a piece of literature, as well as comparing and             
contrasting features of two connected texts. In math we are 
moving into our final unit that will focus on attributes of               
polygons, area of rectangular and non-rectangular figures, and 
finding perimeter of rectangular and non-rectangular figures. 
Sounds like a lot, but we’re confident that we’ll be able to tackle 
it in no time! In all subjects, CMAS prep work has begun. CMAS is 
the state test that the students take soon after Spring 
Break. Third grade is the first time the students are exposed 
to state testing so it is important to start building the        
test-taking stamina and expectations. We’re reviewing materials 
that they will be tested on as well as exposing them to tests formatted like the ones they ’ll be taking with    
multiple part questions. As always, practicing math fluency at home and ensuring that your child reads  
every day are great ways to support their academics. A good night’s sleep goes a long way as well!  
 
If you ever have questions or concerns, we’re always here to work with you for your student’s best     
interest! Have a great March with spring just around the corner!  

 

 
Fourth Grade News 
In fourth grade we are gearing up for state testing! As 
a grade level, we will be taking practice tests and review    
materials that we will be tested on. In reading and   
writing, we are continuing to work on responding to 
prompt and  analyzing text evidence. In math, we are 
finishing up decimals and fractions and will be starting 
our last module. We are excited to be learning more 
about Colorado during social studies as well.  
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Fifth Grade News 
March will be an exciting month for 5th grade! We will wrap up our       
historical fiction unit on WW2, which has quite possibly been most               
student's favorite topic of the year. Many students have become very 
intrigued with Anne Frank and her incredible story. We have started to 
incorporate CMAS prep into our weeks by looking at grade level text and 
responding to comprehension questions. While this proves difficult for 
many of our students, I have no doubt that with some practice we will 
be able to be successful. We also look forward to some time off with 
Spring Break around the corner!  
 
Fifth grade is finishing up their fifth module in math. This module’s focus 
is addition and multiplication with volume and area. Students will then begin their final module for fifth grade 
which focuses on problem solving on a coordinate plane. Students have also begun preparing for their end of 
the year tests by reviewing standards covered earlier in the year in an Olympic style format. To help     
students be more successful, students should be working on their multiplication and division fluency facts 
at home! 
 
Fifth grade students are enjoying their narrative writing so much! We are still at a point where we are in the 
early stages of narrative writing, but now we are not only reading one passage, we are reading two        
passages in order to do our writing prompt. In Science our next focus is Earth and Space and the first    
lesson is “The Solar System”. 
 

Special Education News 
We are heading quickly into Spring Break! We are working hard each day in reading, math and several other 
subjects. In reading we are increasing our fluency. We are also brushing up on our comprehension skills. In 
math we are adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing. We are meeting the students where they are     

academically and social emotionally in order to develop the “Whole 
Child”. It is officially looking and feeling like winter in Colorado 
Springs so make sure that your student dresses appropriately 
for whatever Mother Nature decides to throw our way! As we 
continue to “open up” through COVID, rest assured that we are 
taking every precaution necessary to keep your child safe and 
healthy. With that being said, if your student does not feel well 
please keep them home. It is your partnership that has helped 
us get through these tough times safe and healthy. This year 
has been and will continue to be an exciting learning adventure 
and we are glad that you are along for the ride!  
 

Library News 
It’s hard to believe we are approaching Spring! In March, kindergarten, first and second grade students will 
explore the world of engineering. Students will plan and build different projects using their own imagination 
and a variety of STEM building kits such as LEGO and K’NEX.  
 
Students in grades third through fifth will continue improving their typing.  Practicing and memorizing the 
home-row on their laptop keyboard will help students become accurate and                   
efficient typists. Upcoming CMAS tests will be completed on a laptop keyboard so 
please encourage your child(ren) to practice improving their typing skills as much as 
possible, as students are given a time limit for each assessment. 
 
Thank you to King Soopers for donating several loaves of bread for our mold/germ 
growing experiment. We also would like to thank the team of Dr. Bryce Nielson at 
Premier Dental Care for donating toothpaste and toothbrushes for our tooth 
plaque/bacteria experiment.  

Before 

After 
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Art News 
Kindergarteners have been using many different mediums to create snowmen. We are learning about how 
things can be the same, but not exactly the same. Circles can be the same but different sizes. Snowmen 
are all the same as they are made of snow but their shapes and sizes can be different. Can snowmen 
sneeze? Ask your kindergartener! 
1st graders have been talking about how art can tell different stories. Norman Rockwell painted a boy on a 
diving board. What story did that painting tell? We all made self portraits that told a story about us and 
next we are going to …. Bake a cake?????? 

2nd graders make Keith Haring inspired figures and now we will be 
making a mural – just like Keith Haring used to make! But our mural 
will be all about Colorado. Do you know what the state dinosaur is? 
3rd graders are now learning about the weather and how to make 
a collage. We are combining the 2 subjects to make a sunny/windy/
rainy/snowy/dry crazy torn weather collage. Fun!  
4th graders are working on something very exciting. In second 
grade we started a paper mache elephant that we had to abandon         
because we went remote for the first time. We took a vote on 
what to decorate it with and it will be 2 sided! One side will be        
inspired by Keith Haring and the other side will be inspired by Alma 
Woodsey Thomas. Can’  

5th graders will begin a unit focused on comparing and contrasting portraits across time and styles. We will 
begin by learning about Jean-Michel Basquit and his abstract portraits. We will talk about different            
mediums (what is THAT?) and styles as we dive into portraits. And mediums.  
I’m excited about all the art and conversations we will be having in the art room this coming year. If any of 
you adults have an artist or art you would like us to research and be inspired by, please let me know! We will 
do our best!! - Ms. Bethany, Centennial Art Teacher  

Physical Education News 
Kindergarten students are playing chase and flee games. They are learning strategies to successfully flee 
and chase others.  

1st- 3rd graders are practicing balancing. They are participating in stations that require static and dynamic 
balancing. 

4th-5th graders are learning how to do gymnastics skills in a safe way. They will practice forward and            
backward rolls, cartwheels, handstands and so much more. 
 

Wellness Corner  
Send in pictures of yourself  
or your family completing the  
daily challenge. You can email  
them to kdurham@hsd2.org.  
Students that participate in  
the challenge will be entered  
to win a prize.  
We are excited to see  
you exercise. 
 

March 2022 Wellness Challenge  

mailto:kdurham@hsd2.org


 

District Corner News 
• Kindergarten Sneak Peek & Registration is the week of March 7 – 11! Visit our elementary school websites    
     for an informational video and more information on each school’s opportunity to learn more. Your child                                                  
     must be 5 years old by October 1, 2022, to attend Kindergarten next year.   
 
Questions? Call Student Support at 719-579-2554.  
 

• The School Choice and Open Enrollment Window is still open for the 2022-2023 school year! If you would 
like to request that your student attend a school other than the attendance area for your address, 
please do so immediately. Parents are notified of their status within one week. Choice forms are available 
on the HSD2 website, at your campus or in the Student Support office at the District Administration 
Building.    

 

Esquina de Noticias del Distrito   
• la Inscripción y un Vistazo al Kinder  
      7-11 de marzo de 2022   
      Visite www.hsd2.org para encontrar la escuela de su vecindario. Si desea visitar escuelas adicionales, 
      comuníquese con cada escuela para programar una cita.   
 
• El periodo de Elección Escolar (School Choice) y de Inscripción Abierta (Open Enrollment) todavía está     

abierta para el año escolar 2022-2023. Se les informara a los padres si su solicitación es aceptada o no 
dentro de una semana. Los formularios de solicitación están disponibles en el sitio web de HSD2, en su 
plantel o en la Oficina de Apoyo de Estudiantes (Student Support Office) en el edificio de administración del 
Distrito 2 De Harrison.   

November 2019 Sun Mon Tue 
A Day 

Wed  
B Day 

Thu 
C Day 

Fri 
D Day 

Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 
Daylight Saving 
Time  
(Spring Forward) 

14 15 16 17  
3rd Grade   
Musical  5pm 

18 19 

20 
1st Day of 
Spring 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 
4th Qtr. Begins 

29 30 
Picture Day 
 

31   

    No School - Mar 21 thru Mar 25 - Spring Break 

http://www.hsd2.org/

